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What is GCSE Art and Design?
It is the exploration and development
of skills and media, in a creative and
supportive environment, to secure
personal creative outcomes (pieces of
work) which reflect pupils interest and

skills, while achieving a GCSE grade.
Art and Design is a process where skills,
media and ideas are brought together
to achieve an outcome which has been
designed.

What will I learn?
You will learn a huge variety of
techniques and skills, which you use to
create your own projects.
You will take part in workshops to
introduce new skills and build up those
you already are familiar with.
You will expand your knowledge of

artists, designers and craft workers, and
learn how they can influence your own
personal style and artwork.
You will also be exposed to a variety of
movements in art and design to build
up your confidence when discussing art
and design in school and beyond.

Curriculum
What could I use
this course for in
the future?
Any job in the creative industries,
fine art or design e.g. Graphic
Design, Illustration, Game Design
Animation, Theatre and Film design
etc.
It can also be an important
qualification for people who
work with children, architects,
art therapists, or in media and
advertising.
Art and Design is accepted by
employers as an indicator of
potential employees’ creativity,
organisational skills and
determination and is valuable when
included in pupils’ portfolio of
qualifications.

What is GCSE Agriculture?
Northern Ireland has a strong rural
tradition. Almost 75 percent of land
here is used for agricultural purposes.

The agri-food industry contributes
hugely to the local economy..

What could I use
this course for in
the future?
Students achieving a GCSE in
Agriculture and Land Use can
progress to Further Education in
Further/Higher Education colleges
of CAFRE (Greenmount /Loughry
/ Enniskillen Campus), training
or employment in the Agri-Food
industry. This industry contributes
hugely to the local economy
representing employment for
people in farms, factories and the
Agri-Food sector.

Studying this course will help you to:
• develop your scientific knowledge in
relevant, enjoyable and work-based
contexts;
• appreciate how knowledge of science
can enhance productivity in the
land-based and agricultural sector;

• develop your awareness of complex
relationships between humans and
the environment in which they engage
in agricultural activity;
• acquire core knowledge about the
land-based and agricultural sector
and the skills needed to work in it.

What will I learn?
Exam Board: CCEA

How is this subject assessed?
You will be continually assessed and will receive feedback on each piece of work.
There are 3 pieces of marked work:
1. Exploratory Portfolio (25%)
2. Creative Industries Personal Project (35%)
3. An Externally Set Assessment (40%)
These are marked by 4 Assessment Objectives which you will be taught to complete.

What grades are available with this course?
The grades are GCSE A*-G

4
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In Unit 1 students will gain an
understanding of plants and recognise
their key role in the food chain. You
will also explore the diverse types of
farming employed across Northern
Ireland and the impact that a range of
factors has on the production systems
used. Finally, you will analyse the impact
agricultural practices have on the
natural environment and consider how
modern farming can limit this impact,
while enhancing biodiversity

and promoting sustainability. You will
be able to apply your knowledge and
understanding to a realistic context
through practical work.
In Unit 2 students will learn about
the key aspects of cow, sheep, pig and
poultry husbandry, including health,
welfare and breeding. You will learn
how farming is responding to increasing
environmental concerns about land use
and consider aspects of sustainability at
farm level.

What grades are
available with
this course?
A* - G

How is this subject assessed?
The specification has three units:
• Unit 1: Soils, Crops and Habitats 25% Written Examination (1 hour 15 mins)
• Unit 2: Animals on the Land
25% Written Examination (1 hour 15 mins)
• Unit 3: Controlled Assessment – Contemporary Issues in Agriculture and
Land Use
Practical investigation task (20%); Research project (30%)

Exam Board: CCEA
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What is GCSE Child Development?
GCSE Child Development is a
unitised course using the CCEA GCSE
Specification. It is an interesting
and stimulating subject that studies
the social, physical, intellectual,
communication and emotional

development from conception to five
years old. It provides pupils with the
knowledge and understanding required
to pursue a career or further study in a
caring profession. It also prepares pupils
for the responsibilities of parenthood.

Curriculum
Exam Board: CCEA

What is GCSE Construction?
You will develop an understanding of
construction and the built environment,
the importance of health and safety
in the construction industry and the
employment opportunities in the
industry. You will also develop a working
knowledge of CAD, which is used

throughout the construction industry.
You will interpret drawings of domestic
buildings and demonstrate awareness
of the issues surrounding sustainable
development in the construction
industry. You will also produce a joinery
craft project.

What could I
use this course
for in the future?
What will I learn?
What will I learn?
Throughout the two year course you
will study the development of children
from planning to have a baby up until
the baby is five years old. The first year

focuses mainly on the decision to have a
baby right through to birth and the care
of the baby in the first few weeks after
birth.

Theory topics include Construction
Technology; Employment in the
Construction Industry; Elements
of Low Rise Buildings, Structures,
Planning Permissions, Plant, Labour and
Materials Finance, Health and Safety
and Sustainable Development. You will

also participate in practical aspects
through the two controlled assessment
tasks. The Computer Aided Design
unit is completed in Year 11 and your
Construction Craft Project is completed
in year 12.

How is this subject assessed?

How is this subject assessed?

The subject is assessed in three separate units:
Unit 1 Exam – 30% (completed at the end of year 11)
Unit 2 Exam – 30% (completed at the end of year 12)
Controlled Assessment – 40% (completed in year 12)

This course is a single tier entry therefore all pupils can achieve an A* - G grade.

Unit 1 Introduction to the Built Environment
Written Exam 20%		
1 hour
Unit 2 Sustainable Construction
Written Exam 30%
		
1 hours 30mins
Unit 3 The Construction Craft Project
Controlled Assessment 25%
Unit 4 Computer Aided Design in Construction
Controlled Assessment 25%

What could I use this course for in the future?

What grades are available with this course?

This course provides an excellent foundation for a career or further study in various
areas within the caring profession, including childcare, nursing and midwifery.

A*-G Single tier of entry

What grades are available with this course?

6
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With a career in construction,
you’ll be part of a global industry
that offers lots of exciting and
rewarding construction jobs to
choose from.
Around three million people work
in construction in the UK, making
it one of the nation’s biggest and
most diverse industries.
You might work as a construction
apprentice while you study, move
further into your chosen field with
a degree, or take any of these other
routes into the industry.
Pupils who study Construction can
go on to study Civil Engineering,
Construction, Quantity Surveying,
Architecture, Computer
Aided Design or a skilled trade
apprenticeship;
E.g. Brickwork, Joinery,
Plumbing, Tiling, Electrical services
and Plastering.

Exam Board: CCEA
Craigavon Senior High School | Curriculum Information 2020
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What is GCSE Design and Technology?

What is GCSE English Language?

The following are important features of this Technology and Design qualification.

English Language specification
encourages you to explore and respond,
both imaginatively and critically, to a
variety of texts. This GCSE develops

• It allows you to develop transferable
skills, which will benefit you in
vocational training and employment.
• It makes you aware of creative,
engineering and manufacturing
industries.
• It incorporates product design, and
systems and control.

• It encourages you to be creative,
innovative and prepared to take
design risks.
• It makes you aware that high quality
design and technology are important.
• It makes you aware that many modern
day innovations are developed from
existing and historical solutions.

key transferable skills, such as selecting
and adapting speech and writing to suit
different situations and audiences.

What could I
use this course
for in the future?

What could I use
this course for in
the future?

With this qualification you can
progress to a GCE in Technology
and Design or on to higher and
further education, where you
can complete many qualifications
ranging from civil engineering to
product design.
With the demand for
apprenticeships in Northern
Ireland, this qualification
could provide you with the
understanding and concepts you
need for the world of work.

This subject is ideal for pupils who
love sketching, enjoy creative thinking
and problem solving. Pupils will have
opportunities to analyse existing
products and develop practical
solutions through research and
design to manufacture a quality
technological product.

There is a large theory element which
covers theory on Mechanical, Electrical,
Pneumatical and Computer Control
Systems. Drawing and designing are
both a major part of the GCSE course.

How is this subject assessed?
1hour 30mins.

Unit 2 Mechanical and Pneumatical Systems
Written GCSE Examination 25%

1hour 30mins

Unit 3 The Major Design Project
10 x A3 page Design Portfolio 25%
Manufactured Product 25%

ideas

Unit 1 Technology and Design Core
Written GCSE Examination 25%

Pupils who study Technology
and Design can go on to study
National Diplomas and an NVQ
in Engineering, Manufacturing,
Construction, Furniture Design,
Product Design, Computer
Aided Design or a skilled trade
apprenticeship as a mechanical,
electrical or craft technician.

Brainstrom

What will I learn?

What grades are available with this course?
A*-G
Single tier of entry

8
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Exam Board: CCEA

A GCSE in English Language
provides a sound basis for
progression to further study,
higher education or employment.
This qualification can lead to
careers in the media, advertising or
marketing and, with further study,
teaching or law.

What will I learn?
You will have opportunity to read
a wide range of both literary texts
and non-fiction texts. Literary texts
include class novels and plays as
well as extracts from a wide range of
literature such as dystopian, Victorian
and gothic. Non-fiction texts will
include travel writing, blogs, reviews
and advertising materials. You will

also have opportunity to develop your
writing skills by responding to a variety
of prompts for creative and functional
purposes. Finally, there will be lots of
chances to enhance your speaking and
listening skills through group and paired
discussion work, debates, presentations
and drama activities.

How is this subject assessed?
GCSE English Language is a unitised
specification with four assessed
units. You will undertake two written
examinations worth a total of 60% of
the overall GCSE grade. A further 40%
is comprised from written and oral

Exam Board: CCEA

Controlled Assessments which are
completed over the two-year course.
You will also have the opportunity to
achieve a recognition of achievement in
Functional English.

What grades are available with this course?
This is an un-tiered paper and as a result
all pupils will sit the same paper. The
questions in each paper are designed to

suit pupils of a range of abilities.
Grades A* - G can be achieved.

Craigavon Senior High School | Curriculum Information 2020
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What is GCSE English Literature?

What is GCSE French?

A GCSE in English Literature will
encourage you to be an enthusiastic,
independent, imaginative, critical and
analytical reader. It aims to increase
your enjoyment of reading, helping to

A study of the culture and language of
France and French speaking countries.
It is an extremely useful skill to have.

nurture a lifelong love of literature. The
GCSE will deepen your knowledge and
understanding of a range of poetry,
prose and drama, including texts by local
and modern writers.

Exam Board: CCEA

What will I learn?
What could I use
this course for in
the future?
English Literature is good for any
job that involves communication,
writing and / or literary knowledge.
These include: advertising and
marketing, writing and journalism,
law, consultancy, business, teaching,
performing arts, academia,
government, linguistics, foreign
languages, media and design.

You will study a range of topics from the three Contexts for Learning.
Many of these topics you will have studied already, e.g.
• Self, Family and Friends
• Free time and leisure

• Local area
• Holidays

You will also have the opportunity to study topics such as Social Media and
New Technologies.

How is this subject assessed?
All four skills (Listening, Reading,
Writing and Speaking) are assessed.
Listening, Reading and Writing are
written examinations. For the speaking

element you will have to take part in two
role- plays and a general conversation
on two topics. The four units are each
worth 25% of the overall GCSE.

What grades are available with this course?
You can enter the examinations at
Foundation or Higher level or you can
do a mixture of both, depending on

personal strengths. Accordingly, you
can access the whole range of grades.

What could I use this course for in the future?

What will I learn?
You will study a novel and drama texts in
preparation for your GCSE examination.
These texts are also used as a stimulus
for your GCSE Language Controlled
Assessment. You will be asked to
explore the characters, themes and
contexts of texts such as Animal Farm,
Of Mice and Men, An Inspector Calls or
Blood Brothers.

It boosts your self-confidence and
employers regard the ability to speak
French as a real positive.

You will also study an anthology of
fifteen poems from a choice of three set
anthologies on the themes of Identity,
Conflict or Relationships.
Finally, there’s opportunity to study a
Shakespearean play and evaluate how
Shakespeare has used language and
staging to convey a particular character
or theme.

Studying French can lead to further
study or a career, for example in
tourism, broadcasting, marketing,
enterprise, computing, business

or teaching.
There may also be opportunities for
study abroad.

Exam Board: CCEA

How is this subject assessed?
The specification has three assessed units:
Exam Unit 1: The Study of Prose 30%
Exam Unit 2: The Study of Drama and Poetry 50%
Controlled Assessment Unit 3: The Study of Shakespeare 20%

What grades are available with this course?
This is an un-tiered paper and as a result
all pupils will sit the same paper. The
questions in each paper are designed to

10

suit pupils of a range of abilities. Grades
A* - G can be achieved.
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What is GCSE Food and Nutrition?

What is GCSE Geography?

GCSE Food and Nutrition follows
the CCEA GCSE Specification. It was
formerly known as Home Economics.
It builds on the academic and practical
skills developed in Key Stage 3 Home
Economics. The theory element of the
course focuses solely on food, including

• Climate Change
• Refugee Crisis
• Rivers
• Globalisation
• Extreme Weather
• Earthquakes
Geography is all around us. It is topical,
relevant and at the leading edge of
technology. Geography helps us make
sense of the world we live in. In short,

nutrition and managing resources
effectively when purchasing food.
The practical element of the course
allows pupils the opportunity to plan
and prepare a wide range of sweet and
savoury dishes.

What could I
use this course
for in the future?
This course provides an excellent
foundation for further study in the
areas of catering, the food
and drink industry and the
caring profession.

What will I learn?
Component 1: Food and Nutrition –
In this unit, you will learn about the
nutritional content of foods and how to
meet the specific nutritional and dietary
needs of different groups of people. To
do this you will modify recipes and plan,
prepare and cook meals and dishes that
reflect current government nutritional
guidelines. You will also study how to
be an effective consumer in relation to

food choice, food safety and managing
resources.
Component 2: Practical Food and
Nutrition – In this task you will research
a given task title and various viewpoints
on it. You will then choose and justify
a practical activity, using a range of
criteria, before completing the activity
and evaluating all parts of the task.

Unit 1 Exam – 50% (A written two-hour exam at the end of year 12)
Unit 2 Controlled Assessment – 50% (completed in year 12)

12
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Unit 1: Understanding Our Natural World
• River Environments – river features
causes and impacts of weather in the
and their formation
British Isles
• The Restless Earth – the Earth’s
• Coastal Environments –
structure, earthquakes
landforms, defences and coastal
and supervolcanoes
management strategies
• Our Changing Weather and Climate –
Unit 2: Living in Our World
• Population and Migration – factors in
migration, barriers to migration and
challenges faced by both refugees and
destination countries
• Changing Urban Areas – challenges
facing cities in LEDCs and inner cities
in MEDCs

• Contrasts in World Development –
the development gap and strategies
that aim to reduce it
• Managing Our Environment –
environmental impact of the
increasing use of resources

CONTENT

CONTENT SUMMARY

ASSESSMENT

Unit 1:
Understanding
Our Natural
World

This unit covers:
• Theme A: River Environments
• Theme B: Coastal Environments
• Theme C: Our Changing
Weather and Climate
• Theme D: The Restless Earth

External
40%
written			
exam
1 hour 30 mins

Unit 2:
Living in
Our World

The subject is assessed in three separate units:

This course is a single tier entry therefore all pupils can achieve an A* - G grade.

What will I learn?

How is this subject assessed?

How is this subject assessed?

What grades are available with this course?

Geography is a vital subject in the
twenty-first century.
Geography will give you a fascinating
insight into how human and physical
processes interact. Global population
continues to grow, placing ever greater
demands on Earth and its systems.
People and places are fascinating;
Geography helps you to understand
what makes them so.

Exam Board: CCEA

WEIGHTING

This unit covers:
• Theme A: Population & Migration
• Theme B: Changing Urban Areas
• Theme C: Contrasts in
		 World Development
• Theme D: Managing
Our Environment

External
40%
written
exam
1 hour 30 mins

Unit 3:
Fieldwork

External
written exam
1 hour

Students base their answers on
their knowledge and experience
of fieldwork

What grades are
available with
this course?
A*-G

What could I
use this course
for in the future?
By completing GCSE Geography,
you will be well prepared to
continue the study of Geography at
Advanced level.
Studying Geography can prepare
you for a range of careers in
urban planning, cartography,
GIS applications, climatology,
hydrography, environmental
management, weather forecasting,
research, journalism, landscape
architecture, surveying, aerial
photography and teaching

20%

Exam Board: CCEA

Craigavon Senior High School | Curriculum Information 2020
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What is GCSE Health & Social Care?

What is GCSE History?

GCSE Health and Social Care follows
the CCEA GCSE Specification. It is a
unitised course with assessment being
carried out at the end of year 11 and
the end of year 12. The course aims to

History is all about you, your past,
your future and the significance
past events have on today’s society.
Studying history encourages you to
research and debate historical topics
about famous people and major

develop pupil’s interest in health, social
care and early years and increase their
knowledge and understanding of these
sectors.

events and understand how history
has been represented and interpreted
for different purposes. History also
provides you with key analytical and
communication skills for a variety
of jobs.

What could I
use this course
for in the future?
This course provides an excellent
foundation for further study in
the areas of health, social care and
early years.

What will I learn?
YEAR 11
Germany 1933 - 1941
• Nazi Policies and Actions in Europe

Exam Board: CCEA

Peace, War and Neutrality: Britain,
Northern Ireland & Ireland 1932 - 1949
• Anglo - Irish Relations before
World War II
• Effects of World War II on Northern
Ireland and Eire
• Post-War Social and Political Changes

What will I learn?
Unit 1 – Personal Development,
Health and Well-Being
Students investigate human
development throughout the life stages.
They also investigate factors affecting
health and well-being, including
relationships and the impact of major
life changes.

Unit 2 – Working in the Health, Social
Care and Early Years Sector
In this unit students will develop their
understanding of the world of work in
the health, social care and early year’s
services and how practitioners apply
the values of care.

How is this subject assessed?
The subject is assessed in two separate units:
Unit 1 Exam – 50% (A written exam at the end of year 11)
Unit 2 Controlled Assessment – 50% (completed in year 12)

How is this subject assessed?

What grades are available with this course?

What grades are available with this course?
This course is a single tier entry therefore all pupils can achieve an A* - G grade.

Grades A* - G can be achieved.

Craigavon Senior High School | Curriculum Information 2020

GCSE History can equip pupils
with a vast array of skills which are
necessary for further education
and for many potential careers.
The course provides future
historians with a background in
many historical periods, especially
those seeking to progress to
further education. History provides
interpretative and analytical skills
which can be applied to many
subjects and career pathways.
Potential careers include; teaching,
politics, journalism, media and law.

Assessment is 100% examination based. There is no Controlled Assessment element
and there is no tier of entry.
Unit 1 (Germany and Ireland)
This is an externally assessed paper of 1 hour and 45 minutes duration completed in
Year 11. It is worth 60% of the overall GCSE qualification.
Unit 2 (The Cold War)
This is an externally assessed paper of 1 hour and 15 minutes duration completed in
Year 12. It is worth 40% of the overall GCSE qualification.

This is an un-tiered paper and as a result
all pupils will sit the same paper. The
questions in each paper are designed to
suit pupils of a range of abilities.

14

YEAR 12
Historical Sources
• How to analyse a source
The Cold War 1945 - 2003
• Relations between the Superpowers
in Europe
• Relations between the Superpowers
outside of Europe
• Relations during the new age of
conflict, the ‘war on terror’

What could I use
this course for in
the future?

Exam Board: CCEA
Craigavon Senior High School | Curriculum Information 2020
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What is GCSE Learning for Life and Work?

What is GCSE MATHS?

Learning for Life and Work explores
local and global issues, and investigates
cultural diversity and the challenges
and opportunities this brings to our
society. By studying this subject, you
can develop your skills to support you in
thinking and acting independently.
Studying Learning for Life and Work
can provide preparation for future
employment, as you will study the

In this subject you will be able to use and
develop the skills of numeracy, problem
solving, ICT and other topics you have
learnt at Key Stage 3. Throughout
this course you will learn to recognise
Mathematics as an important life skill and
to see how the content covered at GCSE
can be applied to everyday tasks. Studying
Mathematics is compulsory at Key Stage 4
and will assist you with many other subjects
such as Science and Technology.

skills, qualities and attitudes required
for a successful career, how employers
assess candidates’ suitability for a
particular job and how to prepare for an
interview.
You will explore the role of the
entrepreneur in starting up a business.
The course will also help you to plan
for your personal career and consider
lifelong learning benefits.

What will I learn?
UNIT

AREAS OF STUDY

Unit 1:
Local and
Global
Citizenship

This unit covers:
• diversity and inclusion;
• rights and responsibilities;
• government and civil society;
• democratic institutions;
• democracy and active participation; and
• the role of NGOs.

Unit 2:
Personal
Development

Unit 3:
Employability

Unit 4:
Investigation
(Controlled
Assessment
Task)

What grades are
available with
this course?

At Craigavon Senior High School
pupils are entered for a tier that
meets their needs and abilities.
Those pupils who are entered for
a combination of higher tier units
can achieve A*-E grades, pupils
entered for foundation tier units
can achieve C*- G grades.

This subject is un-tiered and pupils
can achieve grades A*-G.

What could I use
this course for in
the future?

This unit covers:
• personal health and well-being;
• emotions and reactions to life experiences;
• relationships and sexuality;
• personal safety and well-being;
• responsible parenting; and
• making informed financial decisions.

What will I learn?

This unit covers:
• the impact of globalisation on employment;
• preparing for employment;
• rights and responsibilities of employers and employees;
• social responsibility of businesses;
• exploring self-employment; and
• personal career management.
You will complete one task from a choice of three. The task involves
the following: Planning, Research, Communicating Findings,
Self-Evaluation and Presentation of Task.

What could I
use this course
for in the future?
Studying Learning for Life and
Work can lead to careers in
accounting, banking, retail,
research, human resources, health
and social care, government, small
business and to self-employment
as an entrepreneur.

Throughout the GCSE Mathematics Course you will study a range of
topics including:
• Number: use of percentages,
decimals, fractions, ratio, proportion,
standard form, wages & functional
mathematics
• Shape, Space and Measure: angle
properties, bearings, perimeter, area,
volume, units of measure, Pythagoras,
Trigonometry & circle theorems

• Algebra: simplify, factorise, expand
& form expressions, use formula &
equations, trial and improvement,
draw straight line & quadratic graphs
• Statistics: use averages, draw and
read statistical charts, Venn diagrams,
graphs, box plots & calculate the
probability of events

GCSE Mathematics is a
qualification that is necessary at
grade C or above to access Further
Education Courses and many jobs.
Pupils who do well in this subject
can go on to develop careers in
many areas such as Accounting,
Banking, Nursing, Teaching,
Engineering, Web Design and
many more. Without GCSE
Maths you can be very limited in
the number of career pathways
available in the future.

How is this subject assessed?
Assessment is 100% examination based. There is no Controlled Assessment element.
This GCSE Mathematics specification has two tiers: Foundation and Higher.

How is this subject assessed?

		

UNIT

ASSESSMENT DESCRIPTION

WEIGHTING

Unit 1: Local and
Global Citizenship

External written examination
I hour

20%

Unit 2: Personal
Development

External written examination
I hour

20%

Unit 3: Employability

External written examination. I hour

20%

Unit 4: Investigation

Controlled Assessment

40%

16

What grades are
available with
this course?

Craigavon Senior High School | Curriculum Information 2020

Exam Board: CCEA

Assessment 1
45% of overall GCSE
(Calculator Paper)
		
Assessment 2
55% of overall GCSE
27.5% Calculator Paper
27.5% NonCalculator Paper

FOUNDATION UNITS

HIGHER UNITS

M1 or M2

M3 or M4

and

and

M5 or M6

M7 or M8

Exam Board: CCEA
Craigavon Senior High School | Curriculum Information 2020

17

CRAIGAVON

CRAIGAVON

SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL

SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL

Curriculum

Curriculum

What is GCSE MVRUS?
GCSE Motor Vehicle and Road User
Studies provides students with the
opportunity to develop a wealth of
relevant knowledge and practical
skills, including a greater awareness
of the motor vehicle itself and its

What is GCSE PE?
systems. Throughout, it drives home
the importance of making safety top
priority. The result is more informed
and enthusiastic road users better able
to combine their enjoyment of driving
with a healthy respect for the road.

This is an opportunity to explore a
student’s interest in sport. Students will
be given the opportunity to develop

their own sporting performances and
study the theoretical issues behind
competitive sport.

Exam Board: CCEA

What will I learn?
Throughout this course you will cover the following content:

What will I learn?
GCSE Motor Vehicle and Road User Studies prepares students to become
responsible road users.
Students develop knowledge of:
• They investigate the legal
requirements of driving and owning
• the Highway Code, including road
a vehicle. This includes learning
user behaviour, road signs and
about motor insurance, required
markings and using appropriate
documentation and what to do in the
signals.
event of a collision.
• They learn about driving at night and
• They also have access to a moped to
under adverse conditions, as well as
carry out a practical riding activity
the causes and prevention of road
and investigate a real-life
traffic collisions.
traffic situation.

What grades are
available with
this course?
GCSE qualifications are awarded
on a grade scale from A* to G

AREA OF STUDY
Motor Vehicle and Road User
You will study the legal requirements of driving, the Highway Code,
driving under adverse conditions, physical and mental fitness of
the driver, causes and prevention of road traffic collisions, safety
requirements of vehicles, development of the modern road
system and traffic management, traffic pollution, costs of purchasing,
running and maintaining a vehicle and the components of cars
and motorcycles. This unit is assessed in a 1 hour 45-minute written
examination paper worth 50% of the overall GCSE qualification.

Unit 2:
Investigative
Study
(25%)

You will research and write a report on a moving traffic situation.
This could include, for example, conducting interviews, surveys,
preparing maps and photographs. This unit is assessed in a 		
Controlled Assessment task worth 25% of the overall
GCSE qualification.

Unit 3:
Practical
Riding
Activity
(25%)

You will learn how to carry out daily checks and demonstrate practical
riding skills on a moped.
This unit is assessed in a Controlled Assessment task worth 25% of
the overall GCSE qualification.
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• Fitness – the concept of fitness,
components of fitness and methods
of training.
• The Active Leisure Industry and
event management.

How is this subject assessed?
There is one single tier of entry :
50% Practical – 3 sports and 1 sports analysis
50% Theory – 2 exams at the end of year 12.

What grades are available with this course?
All students entered have the opportunity to achieve grades A* - G.

What could I use this course for in the future?

How is this subject assessed?
UNIT
Unit 1:
Theory
(50%)

• 3 practical activities
• The body systems – skeletal,
muscular, respiratory, circulatory,
digestive and nervous systems and
how these systems are affected by
exercise.
• Health – physical, mental and social
health and the variety of factors that
affect health .

What could I
use this course
for in the future?

Pupils who study GCSE PE can go on
to study A levels, BTEC or NVQs in PE,
Sports Science or Leisure and Tourism.
Final career choices can include
Physiotherapy, PE Teacher, Personal
Trainer, Sales assistant in a sports shop,

Sports Coach/Manager, Leisure Centre
Manager, Sports Development Officer
for the Council or as Sales Rep for a
Sports Manufacturer / Goods Company.

Studying this subject can lead to a
career in for example, Engineering,
Motor Vehicle Maintenance and
Repair, Car Sales, Car Insurance,
Driving Instruction, Road Safety
Education, Traffic Police,
Car Bodywork, and Design
and Technology.

Exam Board: CCEA
Craigavon Senior High School | Curriculum Information 2020
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What is GCSE Religious Studies ?
GCSE Religious Studies helps students
explore religion and reflect on
fundamental questions related to belief.
This can enhance a student’s personal,

social and cultural development and
give them a greater understanding of
different cultures locally, nationally and
in the wider world.

What grades are
available with
this course?
The overall GCSE qualification is
awarded on an eight grade scale from
A*–G, with A* being the highest.

What is GCSE Double Award Science?
The GCSE Double Award Science
specification is a broad and coherent
course that develops students’
knowledge and understanding of the
material, physical and living worlds. It
encourages them to have a positive view

of science and recognise its importance
in our lives.
Practical science is a key part of
this course; students carry out 18
prescribed practicals during the course.

What will I learn?
YEAR 11 - UNIT 1 ‘Christianity through a Study of the
Gospel of Matthew’
This unit aims to introduce students
to a number of themes in the life
and ministry of Jesus, as portrayed
in Matthew’s Gospel. In their study
students have an opportunity
to enhance their knowledge,
understanding and ability to evaluate
key passages. These passages should
be considered both within the religious,
political, social and cultural context
of Jesus’ day, and how they influence
contemporary Christianity today.
Students should also have knowledge
and understanding of the purpose,
structure and characteristics of
Matthew’s Gospel.
These themes are:
• The Identity of Jesus
• Jesus the Miracle Worker
• Jesus’ Teaching on the
Kingdom of God
• Jesus’ Death & Resurrection
• The Place & Nature of
Christian Discipleship.

YEAR 12 - UNIT 2 ‘An Introduction to Christian Ethics’
This unit aims to introduce students to
ethics within the study of religion.
All questions test the factual knowledge
of the moral issues listed below. Other
questions test the understanding
and skill of selecting and utilising this
knowledge while always referring to
the relevant teaching of Jesus, Church
belief and or Christian attitude. The
exam questions worth the most marks
require students to evaluate an ethical
issue. Students express an opinion,
which is supported by reason, evidence
and argument. The question is open
ended so that students can respond
positively or negatively but highlighting
the Christian moral responsibility on the
issue. It is the quality of argument that
attracts marks for students rather than
the viewpoint adopted.
Students explore:
• Personal & Family Issues
• Matters of Life & Death
• Developments in Bioethics
• Contemporary Issues in Christianity
• Modern Warfare

What could I
use this course
for in the future?

Job Prospects for students with a
Qualification in Religious Studies
include, Advice Worker, Charity
work, Counsellor, Civil Service
Administrator, Community
Development Worker, Editorial
Assistant, Newspaper Journalist,
Police Officer, Social Worker,
Teacher and Youth Worker

This subject is assessed using two external examinations.
There is no controlled assessment element.
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50% of overall
GCSE
50% of overall
GCSE

Christianity through a Study
of the Gospel of Matthew
An Introduction to
Christian Ethics
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Year 11
Year 12

GCSE qualifications are awarded
on a grade scale from A* to G

What could I
use this course
for in the future?

There are many transferable skills
that students will develop during
the GCSE Religious Studies Course
including, critical evaluation,
problem solving, research &
analysis, literacy & expression,
teamwork & negotiation, ICT &
presentation skills, organisation
& time management, empathy &
independence of mind.

How is this subject assessed?
Paper 1
1 hour 30 minutes
Paper 2
1 hour 30 minutes

What grades are
available with
this course?

Exam Board: CCEA

What will I learn?
Students study Biology, Chemistry
and Physics and will develop their
observational and problem-solving skills
in the laboratory and during fieldwork.

They also enhance their ability to
evaluate scientific claims through
qualitative and quantitative analysis.

If you are interested in enterin
the medical profession or would
like a career in Sports Science,
Teaching or a job in Industry such
as those with Almac, Norbrook
and Randox, then Double Award
Science is an excellent choice and
would led you on the right path to
your chosen profession.

How is this subject assessed?
The CCEA GCSE science specifications
are the only ones to directly examine
practical work, an important element
of the subject, as part of a unit titled
‘Practical Skills’. There is a written
exam for each of the seven units in
the specification. 33% of the course
is examined in Year 11, this includes
Biology 1 (11%), Chemistry 1 (11%) and
Physics 1 (11%).

In Year 12, the remaining 67% is
examined, this includes Biology 2 (14%),
Chemistry 2 (14%), Physics 2 (14%)
and the Practical Skills unit (Section A is
worth 7.5% and is carried out in class,
and Section B is worth 17.5% and is
examined externally).
All parts of the assessment are
externally marked.

Exam Board: CCEA
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What is GCSE Single Award Science?

What is BTEC Business?

The GCSE Single Award Science
specification introduces key aspects of
science and its methodology. It gives
students a broad overview of topics as
relevant and varied as cells, food and
diet in biology, atomic structure and
the Periodic Table in chemistry and

This course has been designed to
develop knowledge and understanding
in the Business Sector, focusing on
providing opportunities for learners
to acquire technical and employability

electrical circuits and waves in physics.
This broad, practical course can help
students appreciate the value of science
while preparing them for related
vocational studies or the world of work.

skills, knowledge and understanding
which are transferable and will enable
learners to meet the needs of the
Business Sector.

Exam Board: Pearson

What will I learn?
Topics covered

What grades are
available with
this course?
GCSE qualifications are awarded
on a grade scale from A* to G

• (Enterprise in the Business World)
• (Finance for Business)
• (Introducing Business)

• Recruitment, Selection
and Employment
Mandatory units are in brackets.

How is this subject assessed?
75% of the units are assessed through coursework. These assignments consist of
interesting tasks based on real business scenarios and require research and visiting
local organisations.
25% of the assessment is through an externally assessed on line test.
Assessment is on-going over two years which will reduce end of year pressure and
help raise achievement.

What grades are available with this course?

What could I
use this course
for in the future?

What will I learn?
Students study Biology, Chemistry
and Physics and will develop their
observational and problem-solving skills
in the laboratory and during fieldwork.

The course also allows young people to
develop their skills in communication,
mathematics and the use of technology
in scientific contexts.

How is this subject assessed?
The CCEA GCSE science specifications
are the only ones to directly examine
practical work, an important element
of the subject, as part of a unit titled
‘Practical Skills’. There is a written
exam for each of the four units in the

specification. 25% of the course is
examined in Year 11 and the remaining
75% is examined in year 12.

The CCEA GCSE science
specifications are the only ones to
directly examine practical work, an
important element of the subject,
as part of a unit titled ‘Practical
Skills’. There is a written exam
for each of the four units in the
specification. 25% of the course
is examined in Year 11 and the
remaining 75% is examined in
year 12. All parts of the assessment
are externally marked.

GRADE
Distinction *
Distinction
Merit
Pass

GCSE EQUIVALENT AWARD
A*
A
B
C

What could I use this course for in the future?
All students will work in a Business
Organisation in the future or maybe
even aim to own and run one. BTEC
Business is a very relevant and

useful foundation for all. It also
helps to recognise and develop the
entrepreneurial flair and potential our
students possess.

All parts of the assessment are
externally marked.

Exam Board: CCEA
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What is BTEC Information & Creative Technology?

What is BTEC Sport?

The aims the BTEC First suite in Information and Creative Technology are to:

This is an opportunity to explore a
student’s interest in sport. Students
will be given the opportunity to develop

• inspire and enthuse learners to
consider a career in the Information
and Creative Technology sector
• give learners the opportunity to gain
broad knowledge and understanding
of, and develop skills in, the
Information and Creative
Technology sector

• support progression to specialised
Level 3 qualifications in Information
and Creative Technology, or to an
Apprenticeship
• give learners the potential
opportunity, in due course, to enter
employment in a wide range of
job roles.

25% of the assessment is through an
externally assessed on line test.
Assessment is on-going over two years
which will reduce end of year pressure
and help raise achievement.

What grades are available with this course?
GRADE
		
Distinction *
Distinction
Merit
Pass

GCSE EQUIVALENT
AWARD
A*
A
B
C

Images:

Throughout this course you will cover the following content:
• 2 practical activities – practical
performance in sport
• Fitness for sport and exercise - theory
• Applying the principles of personal
training – plan, carry out and evaluate
a fitness training programme

Topics covered: • the Online World • Website Development • Digital Portfolio

75% of the units are assessed through
coursework. These assignments consist
of interesting tasks based on real
business scenarios and require research
and visiting local organisations.

Exam Board: Pearson

What will I learn?

What will I learn?
How is this subject assessed?

their own sporting performances and
study the theoretical issues behind
competitive sport.

What could I use
this course for in
the future?
This qualification will give learners
the potential opportunity to
progress to employment or
progress within employment in
a wide range of job roles across
the information technology
sector and creative industries, for
example in roles such as software
engineer, website content manager,
computer animator, helpdesk
support and graphic designer.
Supports progression into
specialised level 3 vocational,
general or apprenticeship
qualifications in information
technology, computing or creative
media production.

• The sports performer in action – the
short term responses and long term
adaptations of the body systems to
exercise.

How is this subject assessed?
UNIT

WHAT YOU WILL STUDY

HOW IT IS ASSESSED

WORTH

Unit 1

Fitness for Sport and Exercise

External exam

25%

Unit 2

Practical performance in sport

Practical and assignment

25%

Unit 3

Applying the principles of
personal training

Assignments

25%

Unit 4

The sports performer in action

Assignments

25%

What grades are available with this course?
Students studying BTEC first level 2 sport can achieve the following grades:
BTEC SPORT GRADE
Distinction *
Distinction
Merit
Pass
Level 1

GCSE EQUIVALENT GRADE
A*
A
B
C
D-G

What could I use
this course for
in the future?

Exam Board: Pearson
24
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Pupils who study BTEC Sport level 2
can go on to study BTEC or NVQs in PE,
Sports Science or Leisure and Tourism.
Final career choices can include
Physiotherapy, PE Teacher, Personal
Trainer, Sales assistant in a sports shop,
Sports Coach/Manager, Leisure Centre
Manager, Sports Development Officer
for the Council or as Sales Rep for a
Sports Manufacturer / Goods Company.
Craigavon Senior High School | Curriculum Information 2020
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What is BTEC Travel and Tourism?

What is OCN Applied Science?

This qualification provides an
introduction to the world of travel and
tourism giving you the opportunity
to develop knowledge and skills in a
practical learning environment. You will
explore some of the key areas within
the sector, including accommodation,
tourism development and promotion,
transport and visitor attractions. You

The OCN NI Level 2 Certificate in
Applied Science will provide learners
with the opportunity to develop their
knowledge, skills and understanding in

will investigate the importance of the
travel and tourism sector to the UK, and
investigate different types of customer
and UK destinations. You will also have
the opportunity to study international
travel and tourism. You will develop
key skills, such as research, report
drafting and writing skills and project
management.

a range of key concepts within Biology,
Chemistry and Physics and builds upon
the Key Stage 3 science curriculum.

What could I use
this course for in
the future?

What could I use
this course for in
the future?

The sector-specific skills and
knowledge will provide a sound
basis for progression to further
study of this sector at level 3
through a vocational qualification
such as a BTEC National in Travel
and Tourism, or an apprenticeship
in either travel and tourism
or hospitality. Entry-level
employment opportunities include
junior roles such as assistant
travel agent, tourist information
clerk or part of a visitor
attraction team.

This qualification will enable
learners to progress to further
qualifications in applied science
at a higher level or to study
particular aspects of science in
greater depth.
They also provide learners
with the opportunity to acquire
knowledge and skills that
would support progression to
employment within the Science
Technology Engineering and
Mathematics (STEM) sector.

What will I learn?
You will study the following three
mandatory units:
Unit 1: UK travel and tourism sector
Unit 2: UK travel and
tourism destinations
Unit 3: The travel and tourism 		
customer experience

You will choose one further unit from
two optional units. These are:
Unit 4: International travel and
tourism destinations
Unit 5: Factors affecting worldwide
travel and tourism

How is this subject assessed?
UNIT MANDATORY UNITS
		
1
The UK Travel and Tourism Sector
		
2
UK Travel and Tourism Destinations
3
The Travel & Tourism Customer Experience

ASSESSMENT
METHOD
External 1 hr
15mins exam
Internal
Internal

WEIGHTING
25%		
25%
25%

OPTIONAL SPECIAL UNITS (CHOOSE ONE)
4
5

International Travel & Tourism Destinations Internal
Factors affecting Worldwide Travel
Internal
and Tourism		

25%

*Internal assessment - You will carry out tasks/assignments throughout the course. Your teacher
will assess and mark these and so you will receive feedback as to how you are getting on.
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What will I learn?
What grades are
available with
this course?
Level

GCSE
Equivalent

Level 2 Distinction*
Level 2 Distinction
Level 2 Merit
Level 2 Pass
Level 1

A*
A
B
C
D-G

Exam Board:
Pearson

This qualification is for learners
interested in applied science but who
are not studying a GCSE in science.
It gives learners the knowledge,
understanding and skills needed to
enable them to progress to further
learning or training in a science related

area. Learners will cover a range of
topics from energy, electricity and
waves in physics to cells, enzymes,
genetics and the environment in biology
and bonding, the periodic table and
chemical reactions in chemistry.

How is this subject assessed?
Learners compile a portfolio of evidence
which is a collection of documents
containing work undertaken to be

Exam Board: OCN

assessed as evidence. The portfolio is
internally set and marked and
externally moderated.

What grades are available with this course?
Grading for this qualification is pass/fail. A pass is equivilent to a GCSE grade B.

Craigavon Senior High School | Curriculum Information 2020
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What is OCN ICT?
Today’s work environment depends
increasingly on a range of technologies.
The OCN NI Level 2 Award and
Certificate in Information Technology

What is Personal Success and Wellbeing?
Applications is designed to provide
learners with the IT skills required to
function successfully in the work and
wider environment.

Personal Success and Well-Being
empowers young people to achieve
their potential and helps them deal

more effectively with personal and
social issues that may affect their
physical and mental health.

What grades are
available with
this course?

What could I use
this course for in
the future?

This subject is assessed by a
Portfolio of evidence and is
awarded a Pass or a Fail.

Studying Personal Success and
Well-Being can lead to careers
in education, human resources,
health and social care
and research.

A Pass is the equivalent to a GCSE
grade B.

What will I learn?

What will I learn?

Topics covered will include some of the units below:
• Word Processing
• Powerpoint
• Website

• Database
• Social media

How is this subject assessed?
100% of the units are assessed through
coursework. These assignments consist
of interesting tasks based on real
business scenarios and require research

and visiting local organisations.
Assessment is on-going over two years
which will reduce end of year pressure
and help raise achievement.

What could I use
this course for in
the future?
IT skills are now required by
almost everyone at work and
to survive in society. These
qualifications are targeted at
learners who are currently in
employment and those seeking
employment. They are also
suitable for school and college
students and for adults who wish
to acquire a good standard of
IT skills and gain an accredited
qualification.

Exam Board: OCN
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Pupils must study a range of topics from five different areas of study. These include:
AREA TOPICS
A

Exploring Cultural Diversity. Prejudice and Discrimination

B

Exploring Own Personal Identity
Improving Self-Confidence and Self-Esteem

C

Understanding Drugs and Substance Misuse
Understanding Healthy Lifestyles

D

Exploring Relationships. Understanding Teamwork Skills

E

Managing Risk. Understanding Cyber-Bullying

Exam Board: OCN
Northern Ireland

How is this subject assessed?
Pupils must complete a Portfolio of evidence for each of the compulsory units.

What grades are available with this course?
This subject is assessed by a Portfolio of evidence and is awarded a Pass or a Fail.
A Pass is the equivalent to a GCSE grade B.

Craigavon Senior High School | Curriculum Information 2020
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What is OCN SPORT?
This is an opportunity to explore a
student’s interest in sport. Students
will be given the opportunity to develop

What is OCN Religious Studies?
their own sporting performances and
study the workings of the body systems.

The OCN NI Level 2 Certificate
in Religious Studies is designed
for learners who wish to develop
knowledge and understanding in
religious studies in order to make
sense of religious choices people make
in today’s society. It is intended that
learners will develop empathy, respect
and awareness of other religious beliefs
and cultural diversity.

By continuous assessment through
building a portfolio of evidence, learners
will be more motivated and engaged to
successfully complete the qualification.
The qualification is targeted at learners
who are interested in exploring issues
such as personal identity, faith, life and
death, marriage and divorce.

The transferable Skills students
will develop during the GCSE
Religious Studies Course are:
• Critical Evaluation
• Problem Solving
• Research & Analysis
• Literacy & Expression
• Teamwork & Negotiation
• ICT & Presentation Skills
• Organisation & Time
Management
• Empathy & Independence
of Mind

What could I use
this course for in
the future?

What will I learn?
Throughout this course you will cover the following content:
• 2 practical activities – practical
performance and evaluation of
sporting performance.

• The body systems – the skeletal,
muscular, cardiovascular and
respiratory systems.

How is this subject assessed?

Pupils who study OCN Sport
level 2 can go on to study further
qualifications in sport. Final career
choices can include Personal
Trainer, Sales assistant in a sports
shop, Sports Coach/Manager,
Leisure Centre Manager, Sports
Development Officer for the
Council or as Sales Rep for a
Sports Manufacturer /
Goods Company.

This subject is all portfolio based – there is no exam.

What grades are available with this course?
Students studying OCN Sport will achieve either a Pass OR Fail grade.
A pass grade is equivalent to a grade B at GCSE.

What will I learn?
OCN NI LEVEL 2 CERTIFICATE IN RELIGIOUS STUDIES
In order to achieve the Level 2 Certificate learners must complete all units as below:• Life and Death Issues
• Addiction
• Life of a Famous Person of Faith
• Charity and Religious Charities
• Marriage and Divorce
• Exploring Personal Identity and Faith
• Prejudice and Reconciliation
• Exploring Religious Traditions within
Own Community
• World Faith

How is this subject assessed?
The qualification is assessed within
the centre (School) and is subject to
OCN NI’s quality assurance processes.
Units are achieved through internally
set, internally assessed, and internally
verified evidence. In order to obtain the
qualification, 100% of the assessment
criteria within each unit must be
evidenced and achieved by each
individual learner.

Exam Board: OCN
Northern Ireland
30
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What could I use
this course for in
the future?

The following methods of assessment
may be used to ensure all learning
outcomes and assessment criteria for
each Unit above are fully covered:

Job Prospects for students with
a Qualification in Religious
Studies are:
• Advice Worker
• Charity Fundraiser
• Counsellor
• Civil Service Administrator
• Community Development 		
Worker
• Editorial Assistant
• Newspaper Journalist
• Police Officer			
• Social Worker			
• Teacher
• Youth Worker

• Portfolio of Evidence
• Practical Demonstration/Assignment
• Coursework

What grades are available with this course?
Grading for OCN NI Level 2 Certificate in Religious Studies is Pass/Fail. A Pass
Grade is equivalent to a B Grade at GCSE Level.

Exam Board: OCN
Northern Ireland
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What is OCN Vocational Skills Business?
This course has been designed to
provide learners with further skills
and knowledge required for working
in a range of sector areas including

What is OCN Vocational Skills
Food and Nutrition?

Business. This qualification gives
learners an opportunity to gain valuable
skills for work.

What could I use
this course for in
the future?

What will I learn?
Topics covered will include some of the units below:
• Taking part in an Enterprise project
• Health & Safety in a Working
Environment
• Skills in Customer Service

OCN Food and Nutrition is a vocational
course assessed by a portfolio. It
builds on the academic and practical
skills developed in Key Stage 3 Home
Economics. The theory element of the
course focuses solely on food, including

nutrition, hygiene and safety in the
kitchen and planning meals for specific
dietary needs. The practical element of
the course allows pupils the opportunity
to plan and prepare a wide range of
sweet and savoury dishes.

All students will work in a
Business setting in the future or
maybe even aim to own and run
one their own business. OCN
Vocational Business is a very
relevant and useful foundation
for all. It also helps to recognise
and develop the entrepreneurial
flair and potential our students
possess.

What could I use
this course for in
the future?
This course provides an excellent
foundation for further study in the
areas of catering, the food
and drink industry and the
caring profession.

• Applying for Employment
• Communication Skills
• Understanding Marketing
• Equal Opportunities

How is this subject assessed?
100% of the units are assessed through
coursework. These assignments consist
of interesting tasks based on real
business scenarios and require research

and visiting local organisations.
Assessment is on-going over two years
which will reduce end of year pressure
and help raise achievement.

What will I learn?
Over the two years you will study 5 different units, 4 of which are focused on
Food and Nutrition including:

What grades are available with this course?

• Understanding Food and Nutrition
• Practical Kitchen Skills

This subject is assessed by a Portfolio of evidence and is awarded a Pass or a Fail.
A Pass is the equivalent to a GCSE grade B.

Exam Board: OCN
Northern Ireland

• Understand how exercise benefits health
• Plan and Cook for a Healthy Living

You will also study one core skill in a unit entitled
“Taking Part in an Enterprise Group”.

How is this subject assessed?

Exam Board: OCN NI

This subject is assessed through the completion of 5 portfolios, one for each of the
units identified above.

What grades are available with this course?
In order to achieve a PASS (equivalent to a Grade B at GCSE) pupils must complete
all work for each portfolio.
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What is Occupational Studies?

What is Preparation for Adult Life?

Occupational Studies is a vocational qualification studied over two years. There are
six general areas of Study:
• Environment and Society
• Design and Creativity
• Construction
• Technology and Innovation
• Engineering
• Business and Services

Preparation for Adult Life explores
local and global issues, and investigates
cultural diversity and the challenges
and opportunities this brings to our
society. By studying this subject, you
can develop your skills to support you in
thinking and acting independently.
Studying Preparation for Adult Life
can provide preparation for future
employment, as you will study the

Pupils will choose units from two of these areas of study. To complete this
programme pupils will attend Southern Regional College 1 day per week in Year 11
and Year 12.

skills, qualities and attitudes required
for a successful career, how employers
assess candidates’ suitability for a
particular job and how to prepare for an
interview.
You will explore the role of the
entrepreneur in starting up a business.
The course will also help you to plan
for your personal career and consider
lifelong learning benefits.

What could I use
this course for in
the future?

What will I learn?
A variety of subjects have been selected within the areas of study to help students
sample various career pathways. Pupils will choose two of the options listed, one for
Year 11 and one for Year 12.
• Childcare The Play Environment
& Physical Care of Babies
• Catering - Patisserie and Baking
& Contemporary Cuisine
• Modern Retailing &
Customer Services
• Bench Joinery & Tiling
• Tiling & Plumbing
• Hard Landscaping & Bench Joinery
• Digital Imaging & Film
and TV Production

• Sports Leadership &
Running a Leisure Event
• Hairdressing (Long Hair)
& Total Beauty
• Vehicle Servicing & Valeting
& Maintenance of Land based
Machinery (Tractors)
• Sheet Metal & Vehicle Servicing
& Valeting
• Electrical Wiring & Plumbing

How is this subject assessed?
Each of the options studied are practical
courses aimed at giving pupils a wider
range of learning experiences that
lead to approved qualifications. Pupils

will be assessed completing practical
assessments and completing a small
amount of diary work. There will be no
final exams.

What grades are available with this course?
Pupils who complete the two year
Occupational Studies Programme at
Level 2 will achieve the equivalent of 2

GCSE’s at A*-C level. If they reach
Level 1 this is equivalent to D-G at
GCSE level.

What grades are
available with
this course?
This subject is assessed by a
Portfolio of evidence and is
awarded a Pass or a Fail. A Pass is
the equivalent to a GCSE grade B.

The Occupational Studies
Programme gives pupils the
opportunity to sample various
occupational areas prior to making
choices about their progression
route when they leave school. It
is particularly relevant to those
wanting to do an Apprenticeship
or go into training.

What could I use
this course for in
the future?

What will I learn?
CONTENT

Exam Board: CCEA

CONTENT SUMMARY

Unit 1

Diversity & Social Inclusion

Unit 2

Democracy & Democratic

Unit 3

Human Rights & Social Responsibility

Unit 4:

Equality & Social Justice

Unit 5

Preparation for Work

Unit 6

Business in the Community

Unit 7

Effective Work Practice

Unit 8

Globalisation and the Labour Market

Unit 9

Self Development

Unit 10

Roles and Responsibilities of Parents

Unit 11

Healthy Relationships

Unit 12

Maintaining Personal Health and Well-Being

Unit 13

Effective Financial Management

Studying Preparation for
Adult Life can lead to careers
in accounting, banking, retail,
research, human resources, health
and social care, government, small
business and to self-employment
as an entrepreneur.

Exam Board: CCEA

How is this subject assessed?
Pupils must complete a Portfolio of evidence for each of the 13 compulsory units.
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What is Prince’s Trust?
The Prince’s Trust Achieve programme
promotes a flexible approach, using
relevant, experiential learning to
support young people to achieve a range
of personal and employability skills and
gain qualifications. Young people work
together as a group on practical learning

projects, which are designed to boost
their confidence, improve self-esteem,
attainment, behaviour and attendance.
These skills and personal qualities can
support the young people to achieve
more, both at school, and in the future.

What grades are
available with
this course?
Pupils will achieve a Level 2
Diploma in the Prince’s Trust
Achieve program which is the
equivalent to two GCSE
‘B’ grades.

What will I learn?
As part of the programme, you will explore the following:
• Personal development and
employability - young people will
gain a recognised Prince’s Trust
qualification
• Life skills - through engaging
activities, topics such as resilience,
breaking habits, health and wellbeing
and employability will be explored
• Community projects - to develop their

team-working skills and allow them a
chance to discover new talents
• Literacy, language and numeracy - to
gain essential skills to succeed in daily
tasks such as money management
• Enterprise and the world of work young people can experience what
it takes to run a business and think
about their career options

Students are empowered to take ownership of their work and be accountable for
their own successes. The programme is customisable and youth-led; providing a
supportive environment for them to fulfil their potential.

How is this subject assessed?
This subject is fully portfolio based.
There is no exam so if pupils in the class

What could I use
this course for in
the future?
This course will benefit you
greatly in that you will not only
have two GCSE ‘B’ Grades for
moving on to further education
or employment, but you will also
have developed many essential life
skills for adult life.

complete all their units across the two
years, they achieve a pass.

What grades are available with this course?
Pupils will achieve a Level 2 Diploma
in the Prince’s Trust Achieve program

which is the equivalent to two GCSE
‘B’ grades.

Exam Board:
Prince’s Trust
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